Post 16 Parent Participation Session Summary – 15 April 2026
At this Parent Participation session, parents heard from Eva Woods, Policy and Youth Voice Lead, about the Youth Guarantee Trailblazer Programme operating across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
The Youth Guarantee Trailblazer is a Department for Work and Pensions-funded initiative supporting young people aged 16–25 who are not in education, employment or training (NEET). The programme aims to provide a range of pathways and opportunities tailored to young people's individual circumstances and aspirations.
Eva shared current programme data, highlighting that over 680 young people have engaged with the programme so far. The data shows that many young people face barriers including special educational needs, mental health challenges, autism, learning difficulties, and concerns about skills and confidence.
Parents learned about the programme’s pathway approach, which supports young people at different stages, including:
· Exploring whether they are ready to engage with education, training or employment.
· Building confidence, life skills and self-awareness.
· Developing employability and workplace skills.
· Accessing jobs, internships, education and training opportunities.
Current support includes one-to-one guidance from Cambridgeshire County Council support workers, career exploration opportunities through Youth Employment UK, careers guidance from Reed in Partnership, and paid internships through the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority.
The session also highlighted a significant expansion of provision, with more than 20 organisations commissioned to deliver a wide range of activities and programmes focused on confidence-building, skills development, employability, technology, sport, and personal development.
Parents were informed that information about new opportunities will be available through the How Are You website, Youth Employment UK, the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority website, and through self-referral to the Cambridgeshire County Council support team.
The discussion provided parents with a valuable overview of local opportunities available to young people who may need additional support to move towards education, training or employment and offered signposting routes for families seeking help.

